
M A R Y L A N D HISTORICAL T R U S T NR Eligible: yes 
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW F O R M no £>. 

Mt. Oak United Methodist Church and 
Property Name: Parsonage Inventory Number: PG #74A-9 

Address: 14100 Mt. Oak Road City: Mitchellville Zip Code: 20716 

County: Prince Georges Co. USGS Topographic Map: Lanham Quad 

Owner: Trustees of Mt. Oak United Methodist Church 

Tax Parcel Number: 51 Tax Map Number: 62 Tax Account ID Number: 0794131 

Project: Woodmore Road Intersection Improvements Agency: 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no _yes Name: N/A Date: 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _X_A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Is the property located within a historic district? X no yes Name of district: N/A 

Is district listed? _X_no yes Determined eligible? X no yes District Inventory Number: N/A 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: MIHP PG #74A-9 (1988, 11985, 1974) 

Descript ion of Property and Eligibi l i ty Determinat ion: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Mt. Oak United Methodist Church sits on a low hill in the northeast corner of the Mt. Oak Road intersection with 
Church Road. Its modern, cast imitation stone facing belies the historic edifice beneath. Initially constructed in 1881, the 
building has undergone several dramatic renovations. As it stands today (2005), the church is a gable-roof (east-west) 
sanctuary with tall, narrow windows and a small, angular spire topped with a cross. On the northwest (1950s) and southwest 
(1926) exterior corners, two gable-end additions form a T. Since 1988 (last documentation of the church), a larger meeting 
room addition was constructed on the north end of the north (1950s) addition. The interior was initially altered following a fire 
in 1935, at which time "the original building was raised and a basement excavated underneath" (MIHP PG #74A-9, 1988). 
The original bell tower was also removed at that time. Due east of the church building is the two-story frame parsonage built 
in 1940. The building retains its Colonial Revival form but is covered with aluminum siding and has at least some replacement 
vinyl windows. 

Determination of Eligibility 

The Mt. Oak United Methodist Church and parsonage, although altered from its historic appearance, has been an 
important landmark at the Church Road/Mt. Oak Road intersection since 1881. Still an active church community with its 
nearby cemetery (at Woodmore Road), it is significant for its historic continuity on the site and within the Mitchellville area. 

Prepared by: Paula S. Reed & Associates, Inc. Date Prepared: 15 July 2005 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #74A-9 Building Date: 1881, 1936. 1981 

Building Name: Mt. Oak United Methodist Church 

Location: 14100 Mt. Oak Road, Mitchell vi H e , Maryland 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Excellent/Accessible 

Description: 

Mt. Oak Methodist Church is located on the northeast corner of the junc
tion of Mt Oak and Church Roads, on a hill overlooking the intersection. It is 
a large T-shaped gable roofed church building which, since its 1981 renovation, 
has a modern appearance. The sanctuary is located in the east-west stem of the 
T, while the north-south crossbar consists of classrooms and offices. The cross 
bar of the T is approximately 100 feet long; the stem extends approximately 60 
feet to the east. The east gable end is filled with narrow tall windows lighted 
by panes of stained glass, as are the four bays on the side walls. Entrance is 
through modern glass double-doors in the first bay of the north side. Windows 
in the educational office section are 6/4 double hung sash. There is a modern 
spire located at the ridge near the east gable end of the sanctuary. The entire 
H i 1 ding is covered with white coursed-stone facing. 

Significance: 

Mt. Oak Methodist Church has evolved from a simple one-room gable-roofed 
meeting house of 1881 to its present form, consecreated one hundred years later. 
Although the present building incorporates some of its original elements, 
twentieth century rebuildings and renovations have virtually eliminated its 
historic character. Mt. Oak was organized in 1881 by members of McKendree 
Methodist Church (located ca. 2 miles to the east). One acre out of a tract 
called Mt. Oak was donated to the congregation by Charles and Mary Clayett, and 
in 1901, was conveyed outright to the trustees of the church. Startiny with a 
small, gable-roofed structure, the church has seen many chanyes, e.g., windows 
and doors have been moved or replaced, additions have been built and then 
removed, wings have been added and another is planned. In 1935, a major fire 
gutted the interior and, in the course of the repairs, the level of the main 
floor was raised to accommodate a new basement. Most recently the last reminder 
of Mt. Oak's original form disappeared when the exterior siding was replaced 
with stone. Mt. Oak today is an historic church in a modern building. 

Acreage: 1 acre 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. PG #74A-9 

Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

1 . Name (Indicate preferred name) 

historic Mt« 0 a k United Methodist Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 14100 M t . Oak Road not for publication 

city, town- Mitchel lv i l le vicinity of congressional district 5th 

state Md. 20716 county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
__*_ buildlng(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

x private -
_ b o t h 
Public Acquisition 

In process 
being considered 

not appl icable 

Status 
x occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
: park 

private residence 
-X religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name Trustees of Mt. Oak United Methodist Church 

street & number 14100 M t . Oak Road telephone n o . : 249-2230 

city,town Mitchel lv i l le s t a t e and z ip code Md. 20716 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P . G . ' s County Courthouse l i b e r 

street & number Main S t r e e t f o l i o 321_ 

city,town Upper Marlboro state Md. 20772 

8. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title P.G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 federal state X. county local 

depository for survey records H i s t o r y D i v i s i o n -M-NCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state Md. 20737 



7. Des< 

Condition 
vi #xc#il#nt 

fair 

• m • 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unsxposod 

Chock eno 
unaltered 

x altered 

Survey No. 

Chock one 
_£_ original site 

f"o*«d date nf «"«» 

PG#74A-9 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and Its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Mount Oak Methodist Church is located on the northeast corner of 
Mount Oak and Church Roads, on a hill overlooking the intersection. It is 
a large T-shaped gable-roof church building which, since its 1981 renova
tion, has a modern appearance. The sanctuary is located in the eastmost 
section which constitutes the stem of the T, while the crossbar to the 
west consists of classrooms and offices. The easterly sanctuary section 
is approximately 60 feet long; the westerly crossbar of the T is approxi
mately 100 feet long. 

The sanctuary section incorporates the original meeting house style 
frame church of 1881; it has, however, been rebuilt several times.1 Most 
recently (1981) it has been extended to the east to include an entry 
vestibule, the entrance to which is through, modern glass double doors in 
the first bay of the north elevation. The building has been covered with 
a white cut-stone facing. The five bays of the sanctuary are lighted by 
narrow vertical four-section aluminum-frame windows filled with stained 
glass. The east gable end is lighted by larger multi-section windows of 
the same type, separated and defined by shallow buttresses in the stone 
facing. A slim modern spire rises f-rom the ridge near the east gable end. 

Mount Oak Church has evolved from the simple one-room gable-roof meet
ing house of 1881 to its present form, consecrated 100 years later. The 
1881 church was a small gable-roof structure, three bays long, with 
entrance centered in the east gable end between two windows. Windows were 
double hung sash, and both windows and double door were round-arched. 
A stove chimney rose from the north plane of the roof. In 1905 a bell-
tower was added at the southeast corner and it became the entry vestibule; 
the original doors were moved to this new tower entrance. 

In 1926, a three-room educational wing was constructed at the south
west corner of the sanctuary; it rested on a high basement. A furnace was 
installed in this basement at approximately this time. 

In November 1935 a fire which apparently started in the furnace 
destroyed the interior of the sanctuary. Carpenter Millard Schafer (cf. 
MHT Files PG #70-39, PG #71A-8 and PG #71A-21) was hired to rebuild the 
interior, and during the next year the original building was raised and a 
basement excavated underneath. The raising of the floor level 
necessitated a change in the grade entrance; consequently the entry/bell 
tower was torn down, and a new entry vestibule was built, centered in the 
east gable and accessible by a flight of steps. The interior furniture of 
the sanctuary was replaced. 
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2 
Description (continued) Section 7 Page 

In the mid-1950's a be l f ry was b u i l t at the ridge near the east gable 
end, and the educational wing was extended at the northwest corner of the 
church, completing the crossbar of the T conf igurat ion. The completed 
educational wing is three bays deep, and four bays long on each side of 
the perpendicular sanctuary sect ion. 

A new bui ld ing program was i n i t i a t e d in 1979, resu l t ing in the 
present form of the church which was completed in 1981. The sanctuary was 
extended to the east, incorporating the small entry vest ibule, adding 
three more rows of pews and a balcony, and providing a fu l l -gab le-wid th 
entry vest ibule at the east gable end. The modern double-door entrance 
was b u i l t in the north side of th is vest ibu le. The bui ld ing was covered 
wi th a white cut-stone veneer, and the long aluminum-frame ver t ica l 
windows were ins ta l led in the sanctuary sect ion. The result ing bu i ld ing , 
which was consecrated in May 1981, is a noticeable landmark with a modern 
appearance. 

To the east of the church, on the other side of the entrance drive 
from Mount Oak Road, is a two-story side-gabled parsonage which was com
pleted in 1940. Across the in te rsec t ion , on a h i l l to the southwest, is 
the church cemetery. 

1 See Note #3, Item #8. 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#74A-9 

Period Areas off Significance—Check and Justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_*_ religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_x_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy ——theater 
__x_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention __x_ other (specify) 
• lnral history 

Specific date. 1flfl1 1(nfi iqR1 Builder/Architect 
check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: A B C D I I G 

Level of Significance: ^national state _local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Mount Oak Methodist Church was organized in 1881 by a number of 
communicants of the earlier McKendree Methodist Church. McKendree Metho
dist Church, organized in 1841 and closed in 1877, was located ca. 2 miles 
east of Mount Oak, on the road from MJtchel lville to Queen Anne. In 1881 
one acre out of the tract called MouhJ:0ak was donated to the congregation 
by Charles and Mary Clagett, the deed stipulating that if the land ceased 
to be used-for a place of worship it would revert to the donors.1 In 1901 

•• the one acre was conveyed outright to the trustees of the church by 
Corilla w. Mullikin, who had purchased the Mount Oak tract from William B. 
Clagett, the son and heir of Charles*? 

Starting with a small, gable-roof, meeting-house style structure, the 
church has undergone a series of changes, e.g., windows and doors have 
been removed or replaced, additions have been made to the building and 
then removed, wings have been added and another is planned. In November 
1935 a major fire gutted much of the interior of the sanctuary and, in the 
course of making the necessary repairs, the level of the main floor was 
raised to accommodate a basement. In the late 1970's the last reminder of 
Mount Oak's original appearance vanished when the exterior wooden siding 
was replaced with stone.3 The new building was consecrated, May 17, 1981. 

In May, 1905, John and Sarah Bowie of Mount Oak farm (PG #74A-8) 
deeded to the church trustees a six-acre parcel of land on the southwest 
corner of the road intersection. A cemetery was established there in that 
year; the gravestones record burials from that time to the present.4 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 
Section 8 Page 2, 

Although Mount Oak began as a rural church, serving the residents of 
the large farms which surrounded it, it now stands in a developing 
suburban area. In meeting the needs of the present, little effort has 
been made to preserve the earlier aspects of the church building. 
Although some of the current parishioners represent the third and fourth 
generations of membership at Mount Oak, the present church no longer 
reflects the original church building. There are several other late 
nineteenth century Methodist churches in Prince George's County which 
retain much of their original appearance: Perkins Chapel at Springfield 
(#64-5), a rural meeting-house style structure with gabled entry 
vestibule, dating from the 1860's; Grace Methodist Church at Cedarville 
(#85B-4), a similar structure, but with gothic-arch windows, dating from 
1879; Westwood Methodist Church at Cheltenham (#82A-21), a board-and-
batten covered building with round-arch windows and three-story entry/bell 
tower, also from 1879; and Immanuel Methodist Church at Baden (#86B-18) a 
rural meeting-house style church with gothic-arch windows and gabled 
entry vestibule, built in 1896." These four church buildings are good 
representatives of rural Victorian chapels in Prince George's County. 

Mount Oak United Methodist Church has a long and important history, 
dating from the beginnings of McKendree Church in 1841. The building, 
however, has undergone a sequence of five major changes, and can no longer 
be said to represent the historic church. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Deed WAJ #3:257. 

2 Prince George's County Deed #6:542. 

3 Mount Oak United Methodist Church Centennial Booklet, printed 1981; cf. 
also attached chart, "Evolution of Mount Oak Church (74A-9) 1881-1981." 

4 Stones and Bones, Cemetery Records of Prince George's County, Maryland, 
1984, p. 432. 

5 cf. Inventory files PG #64-5, #82A-21, #85B-4 and #86B-18. 



9 . M a j o r B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s survey NO. P.G. 74A-9 

See Chain of Title 
Mt. Oak United Methodist Church history, 1981 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property * a c r e 
Quadrangle n,m. Lanham, Sec. F 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justif ication 

Ust all states and counties for propertlea ovariapping state or county boundaries 

state Marvland oode county Prince George's code 

state code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan Pearl /Shirley Baltz* *'• 

county code 

. 

organization P.G.'s Co. Preservation Commission date January 1985, March 1988 

street & number c/o County Planning MNCPPC 

city or town Upper Marlboro 

telephone 952-3521 

s t a t e Md. 20772 

-

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Chain of T i t l e 

Mt. Oak Church 
P.G. #74A-9 

#6:397 
11/16/1901 
Deed 

JB#3:542 
12/13/1898 
Deed 

JBP #1:172 
6/28/1894 
Will 

WAJ #3:257 
10/27/1881 
Deed of Gift 

HB #13:427 
6/3/1878 
Deed 

C o r i l l a W. M u l l i k i n , unmarr ied, t o Jeremiah Ducket t , 
Walter Ducket t , Rufus B e l l , Grafton C D . Townshend, 
John Peach, Edward S. Walker and Richard L. Peach, 
t r u s t e e s ; 1 acre, part of Mt. Oak " to be used as a 
place of d i v ine w o r s h i p " ; same which grantor acquired 
by JB#3:542. 

Wi l l i am B. and Kate C. Claget t to C o r i l l a W. M u l l i k i n ; 
41 11/20 acres, par t of Mt. Oak; same which W i l l i am B. 
Clagett received by the w i l l o f his f a the r . 

A f te r several bequests to female members of the f a m i l y , 
Charles Clagett devised a l l the residue of his prop
e r t y , real and persona l , to his son Wi l l iam B. C l a g e t t ; 
legacy included 41 11/20 acres of Mt. Oak which Charles 
Claget t acquired by HB #13:427. 

Charles and Mary Claget t to Jonathan Walker, Richard E. 
Peach, et a l , t r u s t e e s , and t h e i r successors; 1 acre i n 
Oueen Anne D i s t r i c t , part of Mt. Oak; t rus tees required 
to b u i l d a house of worship fo r the use of members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South - revers ion clause 
i f the land ceased to be used fo r the stated purpose; 
same which grantors acquired by HB #13:427. 

Joseph K. Roberts, t r us tee under decree of Equity dated 
11/10/1877, to Charles C l a g e t t ; 41 11/20 acres, par t of 
Mt. Oak "of which John B. M u l l i k i n died se ized . " 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #74A-9 Building Date: 1881, 1936 

Building Name: Mt. Oak United Methodist Church 

Location: 14100 Mt. Oak Road, Mitchellvilie, Maryland 

Pri vate/Religious/Occupied/Excellent/Accessible 

Description: 

Mt. Oak Methodist Church is located on the northeast corner of the junc
tion of Mt Oak and Church Roads, on a hill overlooking the intersection. It is 
a large T-shaped gable roofed church building which, since its 1981 renovation, 
has a modern appearance. The sanctuary is located in the east-west stem of the 
T, while the north-south crossbar consists of classrooms and offices. The cross 
bar of the T is approximately 100 feet long; the stem extends approximately 60 
feet to the east. The east gable end is filled with narrow tall windows lighted 
by panes of stained glass, as are the four bays on the side walls. Entrance is 
through modern glass double-doors in the first bay of the north side. Windows 
in the educational office section are 6/4 double hung sash. There is a modern 
spire located at the ridge near the east gable end of the sanctuary. The entire 
building is covered with white coursed-stone facing. 

Significance: 

Mt. Oak Methodist Church has evolved from a simple one-room gable-roofed 
meeting house of 1881 to its present form, consecreated one hundred years later. 
Although the present building incorporates some of its original elements, 
twentieth century rebuildings and renovations have virtually eliminated its 
historic character. Mt. Oak was organized in 1881 by members of McKendree 
Methodist Church (located ca. 2 miles to the east). One acre out of a tract 
called Mt. Oak was donated to the congregation by Charles and Mary Clagett, and 
in 1901, was conveyed outright to the trustees of the church. Starting with a 
small, gable-roofed structure, the church has seen many changes, e.g., windows 
and doors have been moved or replaced, additions have been built and then 
removed, wings have been added and another is planned. In 193b, a major fire 
gutted the interior and, in the course of the repairs, the level of the main 
floor was raised to accommodate a new basement. Most recently the last reminder 
of Mt. Oak's original form disappeared when the exterior siding was replaced 
with stone. Mt. Oak today is an historic church in a modern building. 

Acreage: 1 acre 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. p . G . #74A-9 

Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

1 . Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic M t - 0 a k United Methodist Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 14100 M t . Oak Road not for publication 

city, town Mi tchel l v i l l e vicinity of congressional district 5th 

state Md. 20716 county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
JL building(s) 

structure 
site 

^ object 

} 

Ownership 
public 

x private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
x occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 

X religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g addresses o f a l l owners ) 

name Trustees of Mt. Oak United Methodist Church 

street & number 14100 M t . Oak Road telephone n o . : 249-2230 

city,town Mitchel 1 v i l 1 e s t a t e and z ip code Md. 20716 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P - G . ' s County C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 

street & number Main S t r e e t f o l i o 397 

city,town Upper Marlboro state Md. 20772 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title P.G. Co. Inventory of His tor ic Sites 

date 1974 

• 

federal state X. county local 

epository for survey records History Div is ion -M-NCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state Md. 20737 



7. Description Survey No. P.G. #74A-9 

Condition Check one Check one 
x_ excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 

good ruins X_ altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepa re bo th a summary paragraph and a gene ra l de sc r ip t i on of the r e source and i t s 
v a r i o u s e lements as i t e x i s t s today. 

Mt. Oak Methodist Church is located on the northeast corner of the 
junc t ion of Mt Oak and Church Roads, on a h i l l overlooking the intersec
t i o n . I t is a large T-shaped gable roofed church bui ld ing which, since i t s 
1981 renovat ion, has a modern appearance. The sanctuary is located in the 
east-west stem of the T, while the north-south crossbar consists of class
rooms and o f f i c e s . The cross bar of the T is approximately 100 feet long; 
the stem extends approximately 60 feet to the east. The east gable end is 
f i l l e d wi th narrow t a l l windows l ighted by panes of stained glass, as are 
the four bays on the side wa l l s . Entrance is through modern glass double-
doors in the f i r s t bay of the north side. 

There is a modern spire located 
at the ridge near the east gable end of the sanctuary. The ent i re bui ld ing 
is covered with white coursed-stone facing. 

Mt. Oak Church has evolved from the simple one-room gable-roofed meet
ing house of 1881 to i t s present form, consecrated one hundred years l a t e r . 
In 1905 a bel l - tower was added at the southeast corner and i t became the 
entry ves t ibu le . A three-room educational wing was added at the southwest 
corner in 1926. A f i r e in November 1935 necessitated the rebui ld ing of the 
sanctuary by carpenter/bui lder M i l l a rd Schafer in the fo l lowing year; at 
that t ime, the bui ld ing was raised and a basement excavated underneath. 
The be l l tower was torn down and a new entry vestibule was b u i l t , centered 
in the east gable end. The i n t e r i o r furn i ture was replaced. In the 1950's 
a be l f r y was b u i l t at the ridge near the east gable end, and the educa
t i ona l wing was extended at the northwest corner of the church, completing 
the crossbar of the T con f igu ra t ion . As part of the centennial renovation 
of 1981, the sanctuary was extended to the east, making a f u l l - w i d t h entry 
vest ibu le at the gable end of the sanctuary. I t was at th is time also that 
the former wood siding and patterned concrete-block foundations were 
replaced by the present coursed-stone veneer.1 

1 Centennial Booklet, Mt. Oak Church, 1981. 



8. Significance Survey No. p.G. #74A-9 

Period 
prehistoric 

_1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

-1700-1799 
X _ 1800-1899 
X_1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

X religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

local h is tory 
Specific dates 1881,1936 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B _C _D _E F G 

Level of Significance: _national state local 

Prepare 
support 

both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 

The Mt. Oak Methodist Church was organized in 1881 by a number of 
communicants of the earlier McKendree Methodist Church (McKendree Methodist 
Church, organized in 1841 and closed in 1877, was located ca. 2 miles east 
of Mt. Oak, on the road from Mitchellville to Queen Anne.) In the same 
year one acre out of the tract called Mt. Oak was donated to the congrega
tion by Charles and Mary Clagett, the deed stipulating that if the land 
ceased to be used for a place of worship it would revert to the donors.1 
In 1901 the one acre was conveyed outright to the trustees of the church by 
Corilla W. Mullikin, who had purchased the Mt. Oak tract from William B. 
Clagett, the son and heir of Charles.* 

Starting with a small, gable-roofed structure, the church has seen 
many changes, e.g., windows and doors have been moved or replaced, addi
tions have been made to the building and then removed, wings have been 
added and another is planned. In 1935 a major fire gutted much of the 
interior and, in the course of making the necessary repairs, the level of 
the main floor was raised to accommodate a basement. In the late 1970's 
the last reminder of Mt. Oak's original state disappeared when the exterior 
wooden siding was replace with stone.3 

Although Mt. Oak began as a rural church, serving the residents of the 
large farms which surrounded it, it now stands in an ever-growing suburban 
area. In meeting the needs of the present, little effort has been made to 
preserve the earlier aspects of the church building. One link to the past 
rests in the family connections of contemporary parishioners, some of whom 
represent the third and fourth generations of membership. 

Notes 

1 Liber WAJ #3:257. 

2 Liber #6:542. 

3 Mt. Oak United Methodist Church history, printed 1981. 
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Chain of T i t l e 

Mt. Oak Church 
P.G. #74A-9 

#6:397 Cor i l la W. M u l l i k i n , unmarried, to Jeremiah Duckett, 
11/16/1901 Walter Duckett, Rufus Rel 1 , Grafton CD. Townshend, 
Deed John Peach, Edward S. Walker and Richard L. Peach, 

t rustees; 1 acre, part of Mt. Oak "to be used as a 
place of divine worship"; same which grantor acquired 
by JB#3:542. 

JB#3:542 Will iam B. and Kate C. Clagett to Cor i l la W. M u l l i k i n ; 
12/13/1898 41 11/20 acres, part of Mt. Oak; same which Wil l iam B. 
Deed Clagett received by the w i l l of his father. 

JBP #1:172 After several bequests to female members of the fami ly , 
6/28/1894 Charles Clagett devised a l l the residue of his prop-
Wil l e r t y , real and personal, to his son Will iam B. Claget t ; 

legacy included 41 11/20 acres of Mt. Oak which Charles 
Clagett acquired by HB #13:427. 

WAJ #3:257 Charles and Mary Clagett to Jonathan Walker, Richard E. 
10/27/1881 Peach, et a l , t rus tees, and the i r successors; 1 acre in 
Deed of G i f t Queen Anne D i s t r i c t , part of Mt. Oak; trustees required 

to bui ld a house of worship for the use of members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South - reversion clause 
i f the land ceased to be used for the stated purpose; 
same which grantors acquired by HB #13:427. 

HB #13:427 Joseph K. Roberts, t rustee under decree of Equity dated 
6/3/1878 11/10/1877, to Charles Claget t ; 41 11/20 acres, part of 
Deed Mt. Oak "of which John B. Mu l l i k in died seized." 
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